
Growth Groups Study on John 18:1-14 – October 2020  
Betrayal and Bravado – the Arrest of Jesus  

Background and Context - Chapter 18 of John’s Gospel marks the beginning of the account 
of Christ’s suffering in which he dies as a substitute for His people.  It is a narrative of the 
events surrounding the arrest of Jesus but like all John’s accounts, it is told with the real 
purpose of revealing who Jesus is and why he came, “that we might believe that Jesus is the 
Messiah, the Son of God, and that by believing we might have life in His name.”  (Jn 20:31)   

You might want to begin by reviewing the evidence in this account that Jesus was and is the 
Divine Son of God, the promised Messiah and not just another prophet or revolutionary.  
Even at His arrest, Jesus seems to be fully in control, knowing what is going to happen, 
guiding events, fulfilling prophecy and demonstrating his divine authority.  Discuss how you 
might read this passage with a Muslim, who respects Jesus as a prophet but not as divine, or 
with a sceptic, who doubts the events described.     

Pray – For insight and understanding as you read God’s word and discuss what you find.  

Read – John 18:1-14.   
 

Think and Discuss – What strikes you most about this account of Jesus’ arrest? (18:1-14) 
How would you summarise the main events?  What is the key verse?   
 
Read – Psalm 41:8-9 and 2 Sam 15:23, 30-31 
 
Think and Discuss - Why do we think betrayal by a close companion is a significant part of 
the sufferings of Christ?  Does anyone have experience of the hurt of betrayal?     
 
• In what way is the betrayal by Judas a fulfilment of Psalm 41:8-9?   
• In what sense was King David (2 Sam 15) a ‘type’ of Christ?  What are the parallels?  
• What is the significance of the torches and lanterns, as well as the weapons?   
 
Think and Discuss – Can Judas be held responsible for his actions if they were 
foreordained?  How do we reconcile God’s sovereignty and His plan with our free will and 
responsibility?   
   
• What are the main contrasts between Judas and Peter? 
• What do you think motivates Peter to draw his sword and cut off the ear of Malchus? 
• What really matters about our relationship with Jesus? 
 
Think and Discuss – To what extent is Jesus in control of events at his arrest?  
 
• Why does John emphasise that Jesus knew what was going to happen? (v4) 
• What is the significance of the answer Jesus gives, “I am (he)” (v6, v8) 
• Why does Jesus insist that the disciples be allowed to go? (v8) 
 
Apply – What lessons can we learn from the actions of Judas, Peter and the soldiers in the 
presence of Jesus?  How should we respond to the claims of Jesus?   

 

 

 

 



Things for prayer: 
 

Give thanks for the Lord Jesus Christ, who went to the cross for us, suffering betrayal, injustice, 
humiliation and death for our sakes.       
 
Pray for love and unity within our own fellowship, so that we build each other up and care for 
one another during this difficult time.  Pray for any who are lonely, sick, anxious, or in difficulty.     

 
Pray for our nation and our effective witness as individuals and as a church and that we proclaim 
the gospel faithfully during this difficult time.  

 
Pray for Lynda Macarthy for healing and peace of mind, Gill Wells (and the family), Alun Selway’s 
continued recovery and Martin Shaw back from Crete, still struggling with his throat stoma and 
speech.  Pray for new opportunities to reach our young people, perhaps with a replacement for 
Hugh Seagar.     

 
Pray for each other’s needs...  


